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THE T-TRAK SIG has started to build the Modules.   

Story on Page 6 

  
 

 

 
 
 

 
                    

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 

www.mvar.almontecentral.ca    and   www.facebook.com  mvar 

http://www.mvar.almontecentral.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/
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The Presidents Message for April 2010. 
By Eric Halpin  

 

I REALLY enjoyed the March meeting for two reasons.  There was some 

lively discussion on several topics which is a breath of fresh air at our get 

togethers.  It shows people care and are interested in the club and I 

strongly advocate the voicing of all opinions.  Your executive does not 

have all the answers but we are trying.  After several concerns were raised 

on dues at the meeting as well as a couple of emails to me on the subject, I 

committed to you to have the executive review the issue and the proposed 

budget (our first).  We hammered out, after another meeting, a budget 

which we think the membership can support.  Several proposed projects 

were dropped and a ‘pay as you go’ policy was implemented for the BBQ.  Also an increase in 

the cost of attending the church dinners was deemed necessary.  As a result of all this, it will 

NOT be necessary to raise the dues this year.  A more detailed budget will be available at the 

April meeting for your perusal and comments.  This budget will be explained and hopefully you 

will be satisfied with it. 

 

Please keep in mind that your executive is trying to find ways to ‘grow the club’.  ‘Grow’ 

means finding new speakers, projects and other items for YOUR enjoyment. Without further 

funding, it becomes very difficult for your executive to implement new programs/projects 

as these all cost money. 

 

I want to thank all of you who responded to a survey recently.  The results were as follows: 

1)  by a 3 to 1 margin, members indicated that they will be attending the BBQ this summer.  

This indicates that most members value the event even at a cost of $10. 

 

2)  only two persons have volunteered to host the BBQ this year.  Clearly this may become a 

problem, in future, if more members are not willing to host the event. 

 

3)  the vast majority of members preferred a Saturday BBQ versus the Thursday. 

 

4)  the issue of having three versus two church $20 dinners was a close vote. However; by a 

very slim majority three dinners were supported.  Actual attendance at these dinners will 

determine how many can be held in the year. 

 

The other reason I especially enjoyed the March meeting was the presenter gave a highly 

entertaining and interesting talk on ‘toy trains’.  Well done Alan Boyd. 

 

It is that time of year again when we look for members who are interested in being on the 

executive.  The work IS NOT too onerous and new faces and ideas are always welcome and 

needed.  I wish to announce that after two consecutive terms as your President, I am stepping 

aside for someone else to take on this role.   
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(continued from p2) 

 

As I have demonstrated, no experience is necessary!  The Presidents job, is actually quite easy 

compared to say the publisher or web master roles.  So please give it some consideration and 

feel free to contact me with any questions you have. 

 

I was approached by the Smiths Falls Railway Museum recently to consider whether MVAR 

would lead and co-host a large model railway show in the Falls for the summer of 2011.  The 

concept was very intriguing but I felt we needed about two dozen enthusiastic, capable and 

reliable members to undertake this big project.  Your executive did not feel that we had the 

overall support to put this show on and thus I advised the museum we could not co-host the 

event.  There were several other mitigating factors in this decision.  However, I still think the 

club should undertake a project for the museum.  As such, I am asking the new executive for 

2010-2011 to support an effort and seriously consider donating funds to help bring a newly 

acquired CN snow plow to the museum from Ottawa.  A special fund has been setup and the 

museum is hoping to raise $10,000 to move and restore this plow.  Regardless of what MVAR 

does, individual members are encouraged to donate to this fund just like any other charity that 

you may ordinarily choose to support during the year.  A charitable receipt for income tax 

purposes will be issued for donations.  Supporting this effort would be a grand way to celebrate 

the clubs 25
th
 by creating a bit of a legacy. 

 

Nomination Time: 
 

It is that time of year again when we all must consider whether we are prepared to 

serve the club for another year.  Generally I have done it this way:  I presume 

everyone is prepared to again serve UNLESS you contact me personally and state 

otherwise.  Once you contact me in this matter, I (we) can start the search from the 

membership for someone to take on your duties.  Ron, will you take on the role of 

vote coordinator should one be necessary? 

  

After two consecutive terms as President, it is time for me to move on.  Therefore, 

this position will be vacant effective July/10.  I will announce this in the April 

'Presidents message' and at the meeting.  Will one of you consider being the new 

President?  The job is a snap. 
 

Have a good spring and watch your back with all those outside chores! 

 

Eric. 

 

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 

www.mvar.almontecentral.ca    and   www.facebook.com  mvar 

http://www.mvar.almontecentral.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/
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The Treasures Report  
Ben Sanders 

The closing balance as of April 15th is $ 516.86. This year’s dues are 

$10. The New 2009 – 2010 Membership List was given out at the 

meeting. bsanders@ucalgary.ca.   
 

 

 

 
 

 

Webmaster 
Rod Goodwin                              

 

To all members and other individuals who are interested in rail 

fanning should check out Save the Chalk River Sub.. Please go to 

the Supporters Tab and register your vote to Save the Chalk River 

Sub. 

www.savethechalkriversub.org 

All those who have web pages; you may post a link on our website. 

 

                          
WANTED - Model Railroad Articles for the RailLink. 

David McCurdy   
 

Please remember that this is YOUR club and if YOU want to make it 

exciting and active it is up to YOU to do so. If YOU have an article or 

photo of interest which you would like to share and have published, just email 

them to dmccurdy@sympatico.ca. The deadline for submission of items for The 

RailLink is by the 15th of each month. Thanks' to all who have contributed 

articles, items and photos in the past. 
 

 

 

 

MVAR Library 
David Biggs 

We have a Growing Video and Book library that is Not been used as 

much as it could. The library is taken to every meeting and you can 

sign out what you want and return it next meeting or our Saturday 

morning breakfast.  

 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/David/My%20Documents/My%20MVAR%20News%20Letters/2009-10/February/www.savethechalkriversub.org
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Public Relations and Program 
Larry Skinner   

   Announcements 
 

Each Saturday morning members, friends, and guests 

come out to the Gourmet Restaurant for breakfast and 

railroad social time. This is a great place to get and 

share ideas for building you railroad. We start arriving 

about 07:00h and we eat at 08:00h. We socialize until 09:00h.   

 

On Wednesday mornings 6 to 8 members come out to Tim 

Horton’s in Almonte for café and our Railroad Social hour.  

We start arriving about 09:30h and we meet until about 

10:30h.   

 

On Wednesday mornings ( 9:00 to 12noon ) from April to October are the times 

when a few  R.G.S. Train Yard members come over to David McCurdy’s Rio Grande 

Southern Train Yard to continue to improve the garden railroad layout and run 

trains.  Make these times at the layout a regular part of your railroad social life.   
 

Call another club member this week and get together for a house visit and 

see what they are doing with their layout or maybe make some 

suggestions. ….. 
 

The Web Site is setup to try SAVE the Chalk River Sub.  

Use the link below to speak up or it will be history. As of 

April 15th there has been 460 supporters. If you haven't 

Registered yet please do as the line is going dark after 

April 6, 2010. 
  

http://www.savethechalkriversub.org  
 

Go to the tab Supporters and fill in the petition. This will be sent 

to town, municipal and county councils and Chamber of 

Commerce.  
 

 

 

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 

www.mvar.almontecentral.ca   and   www.facebook.com  mvar 

http://www.savethechalkriversub.org/
http://www.mvar.almontecentral.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/
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T-Trak Work is Underway          By Larry Skinner 
 

On Saturday, April 8th, Andrew Shinn (with 2” Foam sheet in tow), Steve Mattey 

(with wonderful camera – see the pictures), Bob Summers and Larry Skinner 

descended on Bob Carswell’s workshop at his home in Franktown. 

 

Bob Carswell contributed some nice ¾” birch faced panels and cut them to size for 

our first four corner modules. This was followed by cutting the 2” corner module 

foam, and his son drilled the panels for the ¼-20 T-nut and bolt feet. 

 

Bob Summers has completed the power wiring sets for the four corner modules and 

Mark Tilford has volunteered to solder them to the tracks so work can soon begin 

on scenicking and populating these corner modules. 
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Adding Details is Fun and Interesting 
 

By John Soehner 
 

I have gotten some work done on the Motel Module these last 

few days, well more stuff like sticking a few of the Bubbsies into 

place then creating work for the Bubbsies working the lumber or 

planning mill!  Meanwhile Fred and Wilma are waiting for the 

once a day if you are lucky, switcher from the combination train 

to get some switching done and reposition the combine car so 

they can make it to the nearest town to cash their pension 

cheques! 
 

 

 

 

 

 Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 

www.mvar.almontecentral.ca   and   www.facebook.com  mvar 

http://www.mvar.almontecentral.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/
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CNR Freight vs. Morrison-Lamonte Tractor Trailer 
Reprint from Collin Churchers Pages and the Bytown Railway Society's Branchline.  

Details edited and added by David McCurdy as I was the rear-

end brakeman on the first westbound train No.401 through when the 

line was reopened on Friday the 19th at noon.    

At 7:30 a.m. on Wednesday April 17, 1963 - CN train No. 401 hit a 

tractor-trailer at the main crossing at Portage du Fort, PQ. MP.59.2 

Beachburg subdivision. The truck was owned by Morrison-Lamothe 

bakery of Ottawa. The transport was hauling loaves of bread which 

were strewn over a wide area. Three  locomotives and 27 freight cars   

derailed and thousands of 

gallons of highly-volatile 

naphtha gas was filling up 

ditches and spreading over a 

wide area. Police and railway 

officials describe the situation 

as dangerous. 

 

Some 200 spectators had been 

forced back by police who are 

attempting to cordon off the 

area.  There was no immediate 

danger to Portage du Fort, a 

mile and a half away. The train 

was also carrying explosives as 

well as the gas, but there was 

no fire or explosion despite the 

fact all the derailed cars were strewn on 

both sides of the track, some completely 

overturned and others left balancing on 

their ends.  The three GP9 diesel 

engines were thrown on their sides and 

headed down the slope towards the 

Ottawa river. 
 

Three of the train crew, engineer Bill 

Callan and fireman Edward Rock, and 

brakeman Ray Markle all of  Ottawa 

were injured and were taken to Pontiac 

Community Hospital in Shawville. None 

of the injuries were reported as serious. 
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Driver of the tractor-trailer truck, 

Rosaire Cantin of Ottawa escaped 

unharmed. The conductor, Ernest 

Beddington, 38, of Hull, and rear 

end brakeman ? riding in the 

caboose were not injured. 

The truck's trailer was sliced into 

six pieces.  
 

Mr. Callan, who may have a 

fractured thumb, said the train 

was travelling about 49 m.p.h. 

when it struck the truck. He said 

that he saw a flash ahead 

(probably the aluminum trailer) 

and hit the emergency brake. 

"It's a peculiar feeling when you 

know you are going somewhere, 

but don't know where you will end 

up.  I thought my fireman was 

dead when I saw him.  He and the 

brakeman were lying right on top of me after the train turned over on its right side.    

  

The main line of the Canadian National Railway at Portage du Fort, 35 miles southeast 

of Pembroke, opened again for normal traffic at noon Friday. Work crews and security 

guards were kept busy 

throughout the day 

and night Thursday to clear 

27 freight cars and three 

diesel engines off the right-

of-way after one of the most 

spectacular level crossing 

accidents in the area's 

history. 
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WESTERN GRAIN 

ELEVATORS 
 

By Bob Carswell 

 

 

 

 

Here are the elevator pictures that Alex Campbell in Manitoba sent me. Each of 

the elevators in these pictures are different in design, but all were common on the 

prairies. 

 

Please bring in your projects that you are working on or finished for the 

Show and Tell part of the program  

 

 

 

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 

www.mvar.almontecentral.ca   and   www.facebook.com  mvar 

http://www.mvar.almontecentral.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/
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Some of the M.V.A.R. members Railway Patches. 
 

 
                          

 

 

 

 

           M.V.A.R.                  David McCurdy         Dennis MacTavish          Jim Davis         

 

     

 

 

 

 

      David Biggs                 Bob summers               John Soehner        Eric Halpin 

 

   

 

 

 
       Andrew Shinn                  John Morin          T_TRAK  Group                W.G.H. 

 

           

        

 
 

  You’re Logo Here         You’re Logo Here    You’re Logo Here        You’re Logo Here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 

www.mvar.almontecentral.ca   and   www.facebook.com  mvar 

http://www.mvar.almontecentral.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/
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Coming Events 
 

April 22 - M.V.A.R. Meeting at the Carleton Place Arena (Board Room). 

Thursday – Doors open @ 6:00pm, Meeting @ 6:30pm    

Program:   2010 -2011 Budget , The Motel Module, X-Trak Cad 
Speaker:     Part 1 John Soehner, Part 2 Andrew Shinn 
 

May 27 - M.V.A.R. Roast Beef Dinner & Meeting at Christ Church Ashton 

Thursday – Doors open @ 6:00pm, Dinner @ 6:30pm    

Program:   “ The Craig Memorial Library” 

Speaker:       Bob Meldrum 

 

June 5 – Toy Show. Diecast Farm and Construction Toys, Nascar, Trucks, Cars, Trains.  

Saturday 9am – 4pm - Admission $5. at the door. Children under 12 FREE   

Location: Perth Civitan Hall - Hwy 43 Perth ON. 

 

June 26  – MVAR Annual BBQ/Elections   

Saturday -  

Location: Is To Be Determined 

 

Aug 7 & 8 - Thousand Islands Model Railroad Show 

Saturday 10:00-16:00; Sunday 10:00-16:00 

Gananoque Recreation Centre, 600 King Street East, Gananoque 

 

Sept 8 & 9 - Picton Model Railroaders Train show 

Saturday 10:00-17:00; Sunday 10:00-16:00 

Prince Edward Curling Club, Picton Fairgrounds, Main Street East, Picton 

 

Sept 23 - M.V.A.R. Fall Roast Beef Dinner. The dinner cost is $20. 

Thursday 6:00pm - 9:00pm  

Christ Church in Ashton. 

 

Oct 16 & 17 - Ottawa Railfair 

Saturday 11:00-17:00; Sunday 10:00-16:00 

Algonquin College Woodroffe Campus, Nepean 
 

 

MVAR Executives for The 2009-2010 Year.  

 

President:   Eric Halpin   613.264.9693   

Secretary/Archivist Ron Legge   613.257.5110    

Treasurer:   Ben Sanders   613.253.6064  

Membership:  David McCurdy  613.253.5519   

Program & PR  Larry Skinner  613.264.0081 

Library:   David Biggs   613.863.7627 

Newsletter:   David McCurdy  613.253.5519 

Webmaster:   Rod Goodwin  613.256.0551  

Web Site:   www.mvar.almontecentral.ca 

http://www.mvar.almontecentral.ca/

